0 STATORS RBIRCT
e ¥ DODD CHALLENGE

' : . Ethics Panel Asserts It Can

i Sean His Financial Deals

o S © By E. W, KENWORTHY
e ’ Speciat to The New York Tunet
Cog } yoo ‘WASHINGTON, July 20 —
- o The Senate Ethics Committee
.1+ [has brushed aside an attempt
by Senator Thomas J. Dodd to
thallenge - its authority to in-
b _ |quire Into the use he made of
#4 .., .+" |progeeds from testimonial din-
: ners, . i
RS ! John F. Sonnett, chief counsel
AT for the Conneclicut Uemocrat,
sald today that the Senate res-
olutfon creating the committee
did not glve the committee juris-
. 1dictlon to investigate campaign
et finances. . :

" .. 7 1" When informed of Mr. Son-
P _Mnett's * statement, committce
¢+ 0 .+ jmembers said Senator Dodd and

: Mr, Sonnctt had been taking
R thig position In the committee's
" v . lprivate session. They had done
C 0, members said, since they
R . learned the committee intended

AR to examine the funds from testi-

et e monial dinners as well an the
SR we , |Senator's  relationship  with
; " " | Julus Klein, head of a Chlcago

; jpublic relations flrm,

sE : C - Stennls Unlmpressed

It was learned that Senator
‘John Stennts, the Mississippl
{1Democrat who {s the commit-
tee chalrman, was unimpressed
. ) - by the argument that the com-
gt o : mittee lacked authority .to in-
. L vestigate charges by Drew

4o Pearson and Jack Anderson,

. Washington columnists,

: Senator Dodd had dlverted about
1$200,000 from testimonial din-
ners to his own use. | c
. Although the-. dinners had
., ‘been advertised. 4s campaign
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money
intome tax, ‘

ethics committee, did not spe-
cify its authority to look Into
campalgn finances, But it gave

I
tions of improper conduct which
' . may rflect upon the Senate.”

members said, cooperated fully

that} .

STATINTL, @i/

A

from the tickets as ai . "%y
"personrd gift" not subject toi ...
' TN e

The resolution crenting the

bower to “Investigate allega-

Senator Dodd, committee
with the committee's investigat
tion into his relationship with
Mr, Xlein. The columnisty had.
charged that Mr. Dodd went to!
Germany in April of 1084.te
help “Kleln hang onto his cils]
enis'” there, )

ooperation Ends . |

However, committec thembers
added, Mr, Dodd ccascd to be
cooperattve when he was asked
to make his financial records
avallable, . ' !

Conscquently, the committee
ig secking information through
subpocnas issucd to banks, in-
surance companies and businéss
concerns with which the Scna-
tor had dealings. .

No subpoenas are being Is-
sued to Mr. Dodd because the
committee does not wish to
scem to be forcing him to in-
triminate himself, : ‘

A Scnate committee 1s the
judge of its own authority, subs
ject only to limitation by the
full Scnate. Any challenge of,
ity authority must be made on|
the Scnate floor, ‘.

During the investigation of
Scnator Joseph R, McCarthy by
the Subcommittee on Privileges
and Elections in 1851 and 1951,
Mr. McCarthy, challenged the
committee’s authority to inves-
tigate hily - financial dealings,
The Benate fejected, his chald -
enge, 00 400 iaadalniid

o +" . 'fund affairs,’aides of the Sena-
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“ri e dor have said he. regarded the:. ..
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